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universal virtue. Before dealing with the contribution of other
countries and peoples we may briefly study the place of non-
violence in Islam.

Unfortunately Islam has become associated in the common
mind with violence and coercion. But Gandhiji regards Islam
as a religion of peace in the same sense in which Christianity,
Buddhism and Hinduism are. The followers of Islam have occa-
sionally been too free with the sword, but that is due not to the
teaching of the Quran but to the environment in which Islam
was born. According to Gandhiji the chief contribution of Islam
has been the brotherhood of man.47

But the Prophet's was essentially a message of kindness and
consideration, peace and love, love not only for human beings
but also for the sub-human creation. The Quran prefers non-
violence to violence. The very word Islam means 'peace5,
'safety', 'salvation'. The common Muslim salutation 'As-
salamalaikum? means 'peace be on you5.

In his personal life the Prophet was extremely gentle,
humane and "more modest than a virgin behind her curtain".
To his inferiors he was most indulgent, and scarcely ever
rebuked his servant Anas. He loved children and never
cursed.48

He enjoined upon his followers to treat well women and
slaves, two of the suppressed classes in Arabia at that time. He
also insisted on the rights of animals and considered wanton
destruction of life reprehensible. He said, "There is no beast on
earth nor bird which flieth with its wings, but same is a people
like unto you (mankind). Unto the Lord shall they return."49
The Prophet forbade the use of living birds as targets for marks-
men and remonstrated with those who ill-treated animals.

No doubt the Quran permits defensive war and war against
the \vrongdoer.50 The Prophet himself fought defensive wars
and forgave his defeated enemies. Besides, there are passages
in the Quran which show that he considered non-violence a
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